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Hello everyone, ltis a little late, but Happy New Year!

r While | did not celebrate the new year in Japan this year, | was able to go home to celebrate one
final Christmas and New Year in California with my family, because they are moving all the way to
Florida in 2025 for my father's new job. It was a lot of fun to see my family, friends, and loved ones!
| even got to go to the San Diego zoo for the first time, but | actually like the Asahikawa zoo here in
Hokkaido better!

@g@ﬂ]@@jg We celebrated the new year the night before | flew back to Japan. In America, new year traditions are
very different than in Japan. Many people stay up until midnight together to celebrate the new year as soon as it comes and set
off fireworks at 12:01. Usually, there is a big countdown of the final minute before the new year, and when it comes everyone
says "Happy New Year" and gives a toast.

This year, | celebrated with my family and boyfriend, playing board games and making homemade pizza. Then they helped me
pack so | could come back to Japan a few hours later. | had a great end to 2024, and | am happy to be in Aibetsu for 2025! As
always, | am happy to chat if you see me around town.
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