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Hello everyone, this is Connor.Lots has happened since my last article. Winter has finally begun, and the
cold is getting stronger. Hokkaido is beautiful covered in snow.
Before fall ended | hiked Asahidake. Jessica and |, along with some
friends, visited at the end of September. We dipped our feet in
Nakadake Onsen and forgot all of our problems for a moment.
UiV Where | lived in Montana was very similar to the Kamikawa region.
Up on the Rocky Mountains lay small hot springs. These are heated
EQ:":' ! by a large volcano deep beneath the surface. | think it's funny how
water heated by a deadly volcano can bring us such joy.
December is probably one of the most important months for families in America. My family is
not traditional in how we celebrate Christmas. We often don’t plan much for holidays, but we all
take these few days when everyone is free to catch up before the next year. This year's holiday
season will be small back home. My brother and his family are now living in Europe, my step
sister is finishing up college, and | am in Aibetsu. While it may not be home, | hope the town of
Aibetsu keeps me warm like the hot springs our homes share.
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