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Hello everyone,

| hope you have all enjoyed this winter! There's always so much snow in Hokkaido. My home

town also gets a lot of snow, but we only get about a meter at a time. Then it usually all melts

within a week and we have to wait until the next snow fall. The unending piles of snow here is almost

magical and it feels unreal. Soon most of the snow will be melting and we will be able to enjoy all of

the different flowers Hokkaido has to offer. I've been staying active this winter by trying out different

restaurants in Asahikawa with a few of my friends.My favorite place to go is a cat cafe near Asahikawa Eﬁ%ﬂ‘@@jg
station. The cats there are very cute and the food is delicious.

My favorite part of Hokkaido's winter is all of the different snow and ice festivals in the area. It's always very exciting to see all of
the different things that can be made from snow and ice. All of the people who make the snow sculptures are very skilled. This year
| have gone to even more snow festivals than last year. | was able to see the festivals in both Sapporo and Otaru. The ice lanterns
in Otaru were beautiful. So my favorite festival, both this year and last, is the Ice Fall Festival in Sounkyo. | absolutely love the cave
like sculptures they create out of ice. Next year | hope to see even more festivals than | did this year.
| hope you all are staying warm during the end of winter!
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