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Hello everyone,

Happy New Year and Merry Christmas! Christmas in America is a special time to spend with family
and friends, and | was lucky enough to travel to Los Angeles to see my family for the holidays. It
was funny to see palm trees and my older brother wearing shorts on Christmas day after spending
so much time in snowy Hokkaido!

Just like how Japanese people visit shrines on New Years, many people in America visit churches @E&?‘jﬂc@@b !
on Christmas Eve to celebrate together, and my family was able to do so together this year before spending the next day

at home exchanging presents and eating traditional Christmas foods like ham.

After Christmas, | said goodbye to my family and traveled back to Aibetsu just in time for New Years, and | was able to visit
Aibetsu shrine at midnight and see the beautiful decorations and welcome the new year. | am excited to see what this year

brings and | am happy to have been able to celebrate it in Aibetsu!
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