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Hello everyone! May is one of my favorite months of the year because it's
cherry blossom season in Aibetsu. Last year, | was able to take some photos a@@ a [E

of me and husband with the beautiful cherry blossoms in the background.

At the time, our son, Yoshi was still in the Philippines so | felt sad that we &m@@u ‘{?@
couldn't take a family photo. This time, we will have a picnic under a cherry

blossom and make our last spring in Aibetsu memorable.

Six years ago, on the 31st day of March 2016, | received the news that | got accepted into the JET program. | was filled
with joy. At the time the Japanese embassy in the Philippines sent the wonderful news, my
placement was yet to be decided. Two months later in May, | received an email from Mr.
. Shiratori, a staff at the Board of Education at the time, informing me that | got placed in
= Aibetsu. | immediately looked up Aibetsu on the internet. | saw some videos uploaded on
| Youtube and some photos from Google maps. | fell in love instantly. | have always loved
the Japanese countryside scenery |'ve seen on anime so | was really excited when | found
out | would be living in a small rural town. | initially thought | would stay for 3 years but |
ended up staying for six years! Unfortunately, my JET program term has ended so | now
have to say goodbye to the town I've grown to love.

| won't say “sayonara” for now because we will still be here until the end of July. | hope to

make a lot more beautiful memories in Aibetsu until the day we finally say goodbye.
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