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Hello everyone!

My name is Ashley Sugimoto, | am 25 years old, and | come from Vancouver, m G

Canada. | am quarter Japanese. | was born in Toronto, but moved to
Vancouver 7 years ago where | attended Simon Fraser University to study film
production. While | was studying, | worked at a shoe store, as the store manager. |
have always felt deeply connected to my Japanese heritage, as it was important to
my hii ojii-chan that | carry the family name of Sugimoto.

| arrived in Aibetsu in October after quarantining for 2 weeks in Tokyo! Quarantine £ =
was a little lonely, so | was relieved when | arrived in Aibetsu because everyone
was very warm and welcoming. My favourite seasons are fall and winter, and | was

very happy to see the fall foliage of Daisetsuzan when | arrived! This is my second

time in Japan, and | am very excited to be living in Hokkaido. In Vancouver, it rarely :
snows in the city, so | am excited for winter here! In my spare time, | hope to be able to cook many cozy meals,
explore the town, take photos of the area! My Japanese is not great, but | am studying! If you see me, please
don’t hesitate to say hello! Happy holidays! Yoroshiku onegaishimasu!
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