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Kamusta na kayo? (How are you?)
It's now September and | can't believe | just turned 27. When | came to Aibetsu, Y E%ﬂ@ = ﬂ}

| was just 22! | can still clearly remember my first birthday here. | barely knew &m@@u ?\?

anyone and didn’t have friends so | thought | would have to celebrate alone. But

the staff at the Board of Education were all so nice to take me to dinner to celebrate ES=¥Et 5
my birthday. | didn't expect | would enjoy my birthday away from my family and
friends. | was really moved by their thoughtfulness. Since | made friends and gained
a second family in Japan, my birthdays have never been lonely. | consider myself |

lucky for having found friends who are very supportive and generous.

It's also been nine months since the coronavirus has started causing widespread
damage to people's lives and to economies around the world. In the Philippines, g
thousands of positive cases are reported every day. Many towns are still placed §

under lockdown to prevent further spread of the virus. Some schools are conducting

iy

classes online while others are distributing learning materials for students to study

and work on. There are thousands of Filipinos who lost their jobs and are still unable to go back to work.

The coronavirus has completely changed our lives. But we can do nothing but wish and pray that an effective treatment
and vaccine could finally be discovered. | can’'t wait to be able to travel again and not have to worry about getting sick.

Ingat kayo palagi (stay safe always) and enjoy the wonderful colors of autumn!
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