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April is one of my favourite months. In the UK, usually spring has only just E’Bd;:,
begun and the weather becomes much nicer. When | imagine April in Japan,

| think of people saying goodbyes and starting their new adventures in life, [:]OQW@@ @G

both student and adults, under blue skies and showers of sakura petals.

Although, the timing of the cherry blossoms seems to become earlier and earlier each year thanks to global
warming, so perhaps they have already come and gone by the time you are reading this! It may happen more
slowly for us in Hokkaido as we wait for all the snow to melt, but hanami is something | have always wanted to
experience since a young age. It was always impossible for me as a student because the British school system
means we still have classes during March and April. But now | feel so lucky and excited to have this opportunity
to experience the Japanese spring!

Although things have been hectic, and maybe even a bit scary this past month, | hope the coming of spring can
lift everyone’s spirits! Let’s tackle the next month with a clear mind and optimism with the spring breeze pushing
us on from behind!
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